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Acts and Laws, 
8 6 7 
Paſſ.d by the Great and General Court or Aſſemb. y 
_ of His Majeſty's Province of the Maſſachuſetta- 
Bay, in New-England : Begun and held at Boſton, 
upon Wedneſday the thirty-firſt Day of May, 

1769. 
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| CHAP. I. « 
An Act for granting unto His Majeſty ſeveral Rates 
and Duties of Impoſt and Tunnage of Shipping. 
7 FE His Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects the Repreſen- Preamble: | 
' tatives of the Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in New-E n- "16 
| gland, being deſirous of leſſening the public Debts, have chear- 
Fully and unaniglouſty given and granted; and do give and grant to 
His Moſt Excellent Majeſty, for the Service of this Province, as they 
Hall hereafter apply it, the ſeveral Duties of Impoſt upon all Liquors, 
IL ares, Goods and Merchandize, that ſhall be imported into this Pro- 
vince, andT unnage of Shipping, hereafter mentioned; and pray that it 
may be enac led: 
And be it accordingly enafted by the Governor, Council, and Houſe 


sf Repreſentatives, That from and after the Tenth Day of 700 Hy # ag, 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- nine, to theTenth Day of July, Jah 11,170, 


One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy, and until the End of the Impoſt to be 

then next Seſſion of the General Court, there ſhall be paid by the Im- Paid. : 

porters of all Wines, Rum, and other Liquors,Goods, Wares and Mer- f 

chandize, that ſhall be imported into chis Province b any of the Inha · 

bitants thereof, {except what is by this Act hereafter exempted) the 

ſeveral Duties of Impoſt following, viz. Ks AED IS ah 
5 N | For 
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Rates of Im- For every of Wine of every Sort, Five $hillings. 
pot. For every Hogſhead of Rum, containing One hundred Gallons, 
Eight Shillings.- pb”. | 

For every Hogſhead of Tobacco, Ten Shillingr. 

And for all other Commodities, Goods or Merchandize not mentioned 
or not excepted, Four Pence for every Twenty Shillings. Value; ex- 
cepting ſuch Goods and Merchandize, the Produce of Great-Britain, 
and alſo Foreign Goods and Merchandize imported from Great-Bri. 
tain, either directly or through the Channel of any of his Majeſty's Co- 
lonies; Provided ſuch Foreign Goods and Merchandize have paid the 
Duties required by Act of Parliament. 

And for any of the ny N Goods, Wares and Merchandize that 
ſhall be imported into this Province, by any of the Inhabitants of the 

: other Provinces or Colonies on this Continent, or of the Engliſh Weſt. 
8 India Iſlands, in any Ship or Veſſel to them belonging, on the proper 
belonging to Account of any of the ſaid Inhabitants of ſaid Provinces, Colonies or 
Inhabitants of Iſlands, there ſhall be paid by the Importers the ſeveral Duties of Im- 
other Provin- poſt — viz. 


Ces. 


Sixteen Shillings. 
For every Hogſhead of Sugar, Eight Pence. 
Eight Pence. 


tioned or net excepted, Eight Pence for every Twenty Shillings Value. 


Provided always, That every Thing which is the Growth or Pro- 
Proviſo. duce of the Provinces or Colonies aforeſaid, (Tobacco excepted) and all 
Proviſions, Salt, Cotton-Wool, Bar and Pig-Iron, Mohogony, Brazillet- 
to, Black Walnur, Lignum-Vitz, Red-Cedar, Log-Wood, Hemp, Raw 
Skins and Hides, and alſo all Prize Goods brought into and condemned 
in this Province, are, and ſhall be exempted from every the Rates and 
Duties aforeſaid. | 

And be it further enacted, That the Maſter of every Ship or Veſſel 
Maſters of coming into this Province from any other Place, ſhall within ee 
bak nog t Hours after his Arrival in any Port or Harbour, and before Bulk is bro- 
within 1 ken, make Report, and deliver a Manifeſt in Writing under his Hand, 
Hours after to the Commiſſioner of Impoſt that js or ſhall be appointed by this Pro- 
Arrival, and vince of the Contents of Loading of ſuch Ship or Veſſel, therein parti- 
erg wah cularly expreſſing the Species, Kind and Qualities of all Wines, Liquors, 
Commiſſioner Goods, Wares and Merchandize imported in any ſuch Ship or Veſſel, 
with the Marks and Numbers thereof, and to whom the ſame are con- 
ſigned, and make Oath before the Commiſſioner, that the ſame Manifeſt 
contains a juſt and true Account of all the Lading taken on board and 
imported in ſuch Ship or Veſſel, ſo far as he knows or believes; and that 
if bo hows of any more Wines, Liquors,. Goods, Wares or Merchandize 
laden on board ſuch Ship or Veſſel, and imported therein, he ſhall forth- 
with make Report thereof to the Commiſſioner aforeſaid, and cauſe the 

ſame to be added to his Manifeſt, | 
And be it further enacted, That if the Maſter of any Ship or Veſſel 
To forfeit in ſhall break Bulk, or ſuffer any of the Wines, Liquors, Goods, Wares 
caſe of break- and Merchandize, imported in ſuch Ship or Veſſel, to be unladen before 
ing Bulk. Report and Entry thereof be made, as aforeſaid, he ſhall forfeic the 


Sum of One Hundred Pounds, And 


* 
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An be it further enacted, That all Merchants and other Perſons, . 
being Owners of any Wines, Liquors, Goods, Wares or Merchandize — be 
imported into this Province (for which any of the Rates or Duties afore- | 
ſaid are pa yy or having the ſame conſigned to them ſhall make En- 
try thereof with the Commiſſioner aforeſaid, and produce an Invoice of 
all ſuch Goods as pay ad Yalorem, and make Oath before him in the 
n „ | | | 
O A. B. do fwear, that the Entry of Goods and Merchandize 
by you made, and the Value thereof annexedis Bona Fide ac- 
cording to your beſt Skill aud Judgment, agreeable to the Price Oath. 
Current er the Market Price of the ſaid Goods. So help you GOD. 
Which Oath the Commiſſioner or Receiyer appointed in Conſequence 
of this Act, is hereby impowered and directed to adminiſter. ; 
AND the Owners aforeſaid ſhall pay the ſaid Commiſſioner, or give | 
Security to pay, the Duty of Impoſt by this A& required, before fach f 
Wines, Liquors, Goods, Wares, or Merchandize be landed or taken out : 
of theVeſſel in which the ſame ſhall be imported: And no Wines, Li- | 
2 Goods, Wares or Merchandize, that by this Act are liable to | 


mpoſt or Duty, ſhall be landed on any Wharf, or in any Warehouſe 4 


ther Place, but in the Day- time only, unleſs in the Preſence or with 
the Conſent of the Commiſſioner or Receiver, on Pain of forfeiting all Duties to be 
ſuch Wines, Liquors, Goods, Wares and Merchandize, and the Lighter, paid before 
Boat or Veſſel out of which the ſame ſhall be landed, or put into any Landing. 
Warchouſe or ether Place; excepting only ſuch Wines, Liquors, Goods, 
Wares and Merchandize, Lighter, Boat or Veſſel, as ſhall appear to be a 
the property of ſome one or more of the I nhabitants of this Province. And 
if any Per ſon or Perſons ſhall not have and produce an Invoice of the Quan- 
tities of Rum or other Liquors to him or them conſigned, then the Caſk 
wherein the ſame are,ſhall be gauged at theCharge ot the Importer,that 
the Contents thereof may be known. * 

Provided nevertheleſs, That the ſaid Commiſſioner ſhall be and here- 
by is allowed to give Credit to ſuchPerſon or Perſons, whoſeDuty of Im- 
poſt in one Veſſel ſhall not exceed Six Pounds; whichCredit ſhall be ſo li- 
mited as that he ſhall ſettle and ballance his Accompts with every Per- Commiſſioner 
ſon on or before the Twenty - fifth of March, One thouſand ſeven 3 
hundred and ſeventy; that the ſaid Accompts may be produced to this 1985 5 
Court as ſoon as may be after; and for all Entries where the Impoſt to 
be paid doch not exceed three Shillings, the ſaidCommiſſioner ſhall not 
demand any thing, and not more than ſix Pence for any other ſingle 
Entry to what Value ſoever. 3 wa. 

And be it further enacted, "That the Importer of all Wines, Liquors, 
Goods, Wares: and Merchandize, from and after the Tenth Da 
f July, One thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty-nine, and until the Importer by 
Tenth + Day of July. One thouſand ſeven hundred and feventy, LandCarriage 
and until the End of the then next Seſſion of the General Court, 8 
by Land- Carriage or in ſtall Veſſels or Boats ſhall, within Twenty-four 0 * 
Hours after Importation, make Report and deliver a Manifeſt thereof to | 
the Commiſſioner aforeſaid, or. his Deputy, therein particularly expreſ- 
ſing the Species, Kind and Quantity of all ſuch Wines, Liquors, Goods, 
Wares and Merchandize ſo imported, with theMark$ and Numbers there- 
of when, how'and by whom brought, and ſhall make Oath before the 
ſaid Commiſſioner, or his Deputy, to the Truth of ſuch Report, and 
Manifeſt; and ſhall alſo pay or ſecure to be paid, the ſeveral Duties afore- 


faid, by this Act charged, and chargeable upon ſuch Wines, Liquors, Goods, 
Wares, 


: 
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— — Wares and Merchandize, before the ſame are landed, -houſed, bf put into 


any Store or Place whatſoever, under the Penalty of Ten Pound. 


Allowance for And be it further enacted, That every Merchant or other . Perſon 


Leakage. 


importing any Wines into this Province, ſhall be allowed Twelve perCent 


for ordinary Leakage, beſides extraordinary, provided ſuch Wines ſhall 
not have been filled on board ; and that every Hogſhead, Butt or Pipe 


of Wine that hath two Thirds thereof. leaked out, ſhall be.accounted for 
Outs; and the Merchant or Importer ſhall pay no Duty for the ſame. 
And no Maiter of any Ship or Veſſel ſhall ſuffer any Wines tobe filled 
up on board, without giving a Certificate of the Quantity ſo..filled up 
under his Hand, before the landing thereof, to the, Commiſſioner or Re- 
ceivet of Impoſt for that Port, on Pain of for feiting the Sum of: One 
Hundred Pounds And if it may be made to appear, that any Wines 
imported in any Ship or Veſſel, be 0 at the Time of unloading 
thereof, of in Tredity Days afterwards, Oath being made before the 
Comm̃iſſioner or Receiver, that the ſame hath not been landed above 
that Time, the Duties 'and Impoſt paid for ſuch Wines ſhall be repaid 
unto the Importer thereof. | 5 


Maſter allow- And be it further enacted, That the Maſter of eyeryShip or Veſſel im- 


8 to detain 
oods not en- 


tered or the 
Duty not paid 


Maſter liable 
to be ſued. 


Lin, according to the Manifeſt to be by bim given upon Oath aforeſaid, 
or ſecured to be paid. And where any Goods, Wares or Merchandize 


recoveted of the Maſter for the ſame cannot be aſcertained, the Owner 


porting any Liquors, Wines, Goods, Wares, or Merchandize ſhall be 
iable to pay the Impoſt for ſuch and ſo much thercof contained in his 
Manifeſt, as ſhall not be duly entered, and the Duty paid for the. ſame, 
by the Perſon or Perſons to whom ſuch Wines, Liquors, Goods, Wares 
or Merchandize are or ſhall be conſigned. And it ſhall and may be 
lawful for the Maſter of every Ship or other Veſſel, to ſecure and detain 
in his Hands, at the Owner's Riſque, all ſuch Wines, Liquors, Goods, 


Wares andMerchandize, imported in any Ship or Veſſel, until he receives 


a Certificate from the Commiſſtoner or Receiver of Impoſl, that the Duty 
for the ſame is paid ; and until he be oy his neceſſary Charges in ſèe- 
curing the ſame or ſuch Maſter may deliver ſuch Wines, Liquors, Goods, 
Wares and Merchandize, as are not entered, unto the Commiſſioner or 


Receiver of Impoſt in ſuchPort, or his Order; who is hereby impowered 
and directed to receive and keep the ſame at the Owner's Riſque until 
the Impoſt thereof, with the Charges be paid, or ſecured to be paid, and 


then to deliver ſuch Wines, Liquors, Goods, Wares or Merchandize, 
as ſuch Maſter ſhall dire, "mo A ng 

And be it. further enacted, That the Commiſſioner or Receiver of 
Impoſt, in each Port, ſhall be and hereby is impowered to ſue the Maſ- 


ter of any Ship or Veſſel, for the Impoſt or Duty of ſo much of the Lading 
of any Wines, Liquors, Goods, Wares or Merchandize imported there- 


as ſhall remain not entered, and the Duty of Impoſt therefor hot paid, 
are ſuch that the Value thereof is not known, whereby the Impoſt to be 


or Per ſon to whom ſuch Goods, Wares or Merchandize are or ſhall be 
conſigned, ſhall be ſummoned to appear as an Evidence at the Court where 
ſuch Suit for the Impoſt and the Duty thereof ſhall be brought, and 
be there required to make Oath to the Value of ſuch Goods, Wares, or 
Merchandize. | | | 9 ' e 


— 


And 
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Tad be at further, enafted, That, the Ship orVeſſel, with ber Tackle, Ship, Le. 
Apparrel and Furniture, the Maſter of which ſhall make Default in any ene. 


1 — - 
' * \ 


Thing by. this Act required to be performed by him, ſhall be liable to 3 _ 
anſwer and make good the Sum or Sums forfeited, by luch , Maſter ac- | 
cording to this Act, for any ſuch Default, as alſo to make good the Im- 
poſt ot Duty for all Wines, Liquors, Goods, Wares and Merchandize 
not enteted as aforeſaid, or for which the Duty of Impoſt has not been 
paid 3 and upon Judgment recovered againſt ſuch Maſter, the ſaid Ship 
or Veſſel, with ſo much of the Tackle or Appurtenances thereof, as 
wall be ſufficient to ſatisfy the ſaid Judgment, may be taken by Execu- 
don for the fame. And the Commiſſioner or Receiver of the Impoſt is 
hereby impowered to make Seizure of the ſaid Ship or Veſſel, and 
detain the ſame under Seizure, until Judgment be given in any Suit 
to de commenced and proſecuted for any of the ſaid Forfeitures, 
or for the Duty aforeſaid ; to the Intent that if Judgment be rendered 
for the Proſecutor or Informer, ſuch Skip or Veſſel and Appurtenances 
may be ex poſed to Sale for Satisfaction thereof, as is before provided, 
unleſs the Owners or ſome on theicBehalf, for the releaſing of ſuchShĩip 
or Veſſel from under Seizure or Reſtraint, ſhall give ſufficient Security 
t the Commiſhoner or Receiver of Impoſt that ſeized the ſame, to re- 
ſpond or ſatisfy the Sum or Value of the Forfeitures and Duties, with 
theCharges that ſhall be recovered againſt the Maſter thereof, upon ſuch 
Suit to be brought for the fame, as aforcſaid ; and the Maſter occaſion- 
ing ſach Loſs or Damage unto the Owners through his Default or Ne- 
gle, ſhall be liable unto their Action for the ſame. 93 | 


And be it further enacted, That the Naval- Officer within any of Naval-Officer 
the Ports of this Province, ſhall not clear or give Paſſes to any Maſter of not to clear 
any Ship or Veſſel outward bound, until he ſhall be certified by the N 
Commuſſioner or Receiver of Impoſt, that the Duty and Impoſt for the * Pa. 
Goods laſt imported in ſuchShip or Veſſel are paid; or ſecured to be paid. 


AND the Commillioner or Receiver of Impoſt is hereby impowered 111, of 

to allow Bills of Store tothe Maſter of any Ship or Veſſel importing a- 8 
ny Wines or Eiquors, for ſuch private Adventures as ſhall belong to the 
Maſter or Seamen. of ſuch Ship or Veſlel, at the Diſcretion of the Com- 
miſſioner or Receiver, not exceeding 7 hree per cent, of the Lading, and 
the Duties payable by this Act for ſuch Wines or Liquors, in ſuch Bills 
of Stores mentioned and expreſſed, ſhall be abated, | 


AND- for the more effectual preventing Wines, Rum or other 3 
diſtilled Spirits: being. brought into this Province, from the neighbouring e. 
Governments by Land, or in ſmall Boats or Veſſels, or any other. ay ; 
and alſo to prevent Wines, Rum, or ather diſtilledSpirits being firſt ſent 
aut of thts Province, and afterwards brought into the Government a- 
gain, to defraud theGovernment of. the Duties of Impoſt. ; 


Be it enacled. that the Commiſſioner and Receiver of the aforeſaid ; 
Duties of Impoſt ſhall, and be is hereby impowered and enjoined,to ap- 8 * 
point one or more ſuuable Perſon or Perſons as his Deputy or Deputies — 
in all ſuch Places of this Province, where it is likely chat Wine, Rum, or where Wines, 
other diſtilledSpixits will be brought ont of other Governments into this: Rum, &c. | 
Which Officers fhall hare power to ſeize the ſame, unleſs the Owner nag ous 


ſhall make it appear that the my Impoſt has been paid rar Governments. 
| Ss 5 : lince 
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ſince their being brought into or re-landed in this Government. 
And ſuch Officer or Officers are impowered alſo to ſearch in all ſuſpec. 
ted Places for ſuch Wines, Rum, or other diſtilled Spirits, brought 
or re · landed in this Government, where the Duty is not paid a 
aforeſaid, and to ſeize or ſecure the ſame for the Ends and Uſes as in 
this Act is hereafter provided. 1 


Commiſſioner Ang be it further enacted, That the Commiſſioner or his - Deputies, 
prada. te oe ſhall haye Power to Adminiſter the ſeveral Oaths aforeſaid, and- ſearch in 
* Iminiſter the all ſuſpected Places for all ſuch Wines, Rum, Liquors, Goods, 
Oaths, and to Wares and Merchandize as are brought into this Province, and landed 
ſearch & ſeize. contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of thisAR, and to ſeize the ſame 


for the Uſes herein after mentioned, 


| And be it further enacted, That there ſhall be paid by the Maſter of 

Tunnage of every Ship or other Veſſel coming into any Port or Ports of this Province 

Shipping. to Trade or Traffick, whereof all theOwners are not belonging to thisPro. 
vince (excepting ſuch Veſſels as belong to Creat- Britain, - ++ became or 
Colonies of Pennſylvania, Meſt and Eaſt-Ferſeys,Conneficut, New-York, 
New- Hampſhire, Rhode-Iſland, and Nova Scotia,) every Voyage ſuch 
Ship or Veſſel doth make one Pound of good Piſtol- Powder, for every 
Ton ſuch Ship or Veſſelis inBurthen ; ſaving for that Part which is own- 

ed in Erenl- vital, thiafrorince, or any of the Governments aforeſaid, 

(which are hereby exempied, ) to be paid unto the Commiſſioner or Recei- 
ver of the Duties of Impoſt, and ro be employed for the Ends and Uſes 
afofeſaid, ' 812 | 83383 

TRE x AND the ſaid Commiſſioner is hereby impowered to appoint a meet 

ſuſpected. and ſuitable Perſon to repair unto and on board any Ship or Veſſel, to 
take the exact Meaſure and Tunnage thereof, in caſe he ſhall ſuſpeR 
the Regiſter of ſuch Ship or Veſſel doth not expreſs and ſer forth the 
full Burthen of the fame, the Charge thereof to be paid by the Owner 
or Maſter of ſaid Ship or Veſſel before ſhe ſhall be cleared, in caſe ſhe 
appear to be of greater Burthen ; otherwiſe to be paid by the Commilli- 
oner, out of the Money received by him for Impoſt, and ſhall be allow- 
ed him accordingly by the Treaſurer in his Accompts. And the Na- 
val-Officer ſhall not clear any Veſſel, until he be certified alſo by the 
Commiſſioner, that the Duty of Tunnage for the ſame is paid; or that 
it is ſuch a Veſſel for which none is payable according to this Act. 


And be it further. enacted, That when and fo often as any Wine, or 
Ds Rum, imported into this Province, the aforeſaid Duty of Impoſt upon 
Wine & Rum, Which ſhall have been paid agreeable to this AR, ſhall be re-ſhipped and 
allowed exported from this Government to any other Part of the World, that 
in caſe. then, and in every ſuchCaſe, theExporter of ſuch Wines or Rum, ſhall 
make Oath at the Time of the Shipping, before the Receiver of Im- 
ſt or his Deputy, that the whole of the Wine or Rum fo ſhipped, 
by Bona Fide had the Duty of Impoſt aforeſaid paid on the + uy 
and ſhall afterwards produce a Certificate from ſome Officer of 
the Cuſtoms, that the ſame has been landed out of this Government, or 
the Maſter of the Veſſel in which the ſame ſhall be exported,ſhall make 
/ Oath before the Commiſſioner or his Deputy, That the ſame has been 
landed and left in ſome Port out of the Government; and the Exporter 
upon producing ſuch Certificate, or upon ſuch Oath of the Maſter, make 
Oath, That he verily believes no Part of ſaid Wines or Rum, has 
been re-landed in this Province, ſuch Exporter ſhall be allowed a Draw- 
back from the Receiver of Impoſt as follows, viz, | 


For every Pipe of Wine, Four Shillings, For 
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For every Hogſhead of Rum, Seven Shillings. j 

Provided always, That if after the Shipping of ſuch Wines, or Rum, 
to be exported as aforeſaid, and giving Security as. aforeſaid, in 
order to obtain the Draw-back aforeſaid, the Wines, or Rum, | ſo Proviſo, 
ſhipped to be exported, or any Part thereof, ſhall be re- landed in this 
Province, or biought into the fame from any other Province or Colony, 
that then all ſuch Wine or Rum fo re-landed and brought again 
into this Province, ſhall be forfeited, and may be ſeized by the Com- 
miſſioner aforeſaid or his Deputy. 5 | 
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And be it further enacted, That there be one fit Perſon and no more, 
nominated and appointed by this Court as a Commiſſioner and Receiver 
of the aforeſaid Duties of Impoſt and Tunnage of Shipping, and for the 
Inſpection, Care andManagement of the ſaid Office, and whatever relates, . 
thereuhto, to receive Commiſſion from the Governor or Commander in ff Duty of 
Chief for the Time being, with Authority to ſubſſitute and appoint a the Commiſſi- 
Depvty-Receiver in each Port or other Places beſides that in which he oner. 
reſides, and to grant Warrants to ſuch © Deputy-Reccivers for the ſaid 
Place; and to collect and receive the „ 1 unnage of Shipping 
as aforeſaid, that ſhall become due within ſuch Port; and to render the 
Account thereof, and to pay in the fame to the ſaid Commiſſioner and 
Receiver; which faid Commiſſioner and Receiver ſhall keep fair Books 
of all Entries and Duties ariſing by Virtue of this Act; alſo a particular 
Account of every Veſſel, fo that the Duties of Impoſt and. e 
ariſing on ſaid Veſſel may appear; and the ſame to be open at all ſea- 
ſonable Times to the View and Peruſal of the Treaſurer or Receiver 
General of this Province, (or any other Perſon or Perſons whom this 
Court ſhall appoint) with whom he ſhall account for all Collections and 
Payments; and pay all ſuch Monies as ſhall be in his Hands as the 
Treaſurer or Receiyer-General ſhall demand it. And the ſaid Com- 
miſſioner or Receiver, and his Deputy orDeputies, before their entering 
into Execution of their Office a foreſaid, ſhall be ſworn to deal truly 
and faithfully therein; and ſhall attend in ſaĩd Office from Ten of the 
Clock in the Forenoon until One of the Clock in the Afternoon. And the 
{id Commiſſioner or Receiver for his Labor, Care and Expences in the ſaid 
Office, ſhall have and receive out of the Province-Treaſury at the Rate of 
Sixty Pounds per Annum: And his Deputy or Deputies ſhall receive 
for their Services ſuch Sums as the Commiſſioner of Impoſt, together with 
the Province-Treaſurer, ſhall judge neceſſary for whatever Sums the 
| ſhall receive and pay. And the Treaſurer is hereby ordered in paſſing 
and receiving the ſaid Commiſſioner's Accounts accordingly to allow the 
Payment of ſuch Salary or Salaries as aforeſaid, to himſelf and his De- 

uties. 

And be it further enacted, That all Penalties, Fines and Forfeitures 
accruing or ariſing in Conſequence of any Breach of this Act, ſhall be 5 " 
one Half to his Majeſty for the Uſe of this Province, and the other Halt Es 
to him or them that ſhall ſeize, inform and ſue: for the ſame, by Action 
of Debt, Preſentment or Indiftment of the Grand Jury in any of his 
Majeſty's Courts of Record, wherein no Eſſoign, Protection or Wager 
of Law ſhall be allowed; the whole Charge of the Proſecution to be ta- 
ken out of the half belonging to the Informer. 


And be it further enacted, That from and after the Commencement W 
of this Act, in all Cauſes wherein any Claimant ſhall appear, and ſhall how to be 
not make good the Claim, the Charges of Proſecution ſhall be borne and paid in caſe. 


paid by the ſaid Claimer, and not by the Informer. 
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Taxes un- &ollected by mul Adams, late Col- | 
Pede of Taxes fer the Town of BHs. 


ot : > 


TIFF HERE AS the Town of Boſton at their Meeting in March 7af?, 
upon the Petition of SamuelAdams, late aCollefor of T axes up- 
Preamble. on diverſe Reaſons by him given, thought it for the Intereſt of .t 
Ton, te make Choice 4 Nobert Pierpoint 0 receive as a Collectar the. 
Tax Books and. Rate Bills with proper Warrants, and to collect the 
pr phe Taxes wit hin the Diſtrict or Ward of the ſaid. Samuel 
Adams; but as the Perſon thus cheſen cannot proceed without the Aid. 
of "an Ad of the General. Aſſembly, : der e | 


Be it therefore enafted by the Governor, Council, and Houſe of - 
Robert Pier- Repreſentatives, That the ſaid Choice be confirmed, and the fame is 
__ We hereby confirtned; and the ſaid Robert Pierpoint is enabled to all intents. 
leted by Sam, and purpoſes to collect ſaid ourſtanding "Taxes un- collected by the ſaid 
. Samuel Adams, and that the faid Robert Pier point be impowered to, 
collect the ſame, and the preſent Aſſeſſors of the Town of Beſton, are 
hereby impowered and directed to iſſue their Warrant or Warrants to the 
ſaid Ar requiring him to collect what remains un- collected 
of the ſeyeral Taxes heretofore committed to the ſaid Samuel. Adams,, 
to collect by force of any Warrants to him ditected by former Aſſeſſors. 
for that purpoſe; . on Yoo e ee f 


. . N 
7 = 
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. 
An Add for reviving and continuing ſundry Laws 
that are expired and near expiring 


Adds reviv d, 72 HERE. As the ſeveral Afts herein after mentioned, which are 
2 r now expired or near expiring, have been found uſeful and benefi- 


ing andtol- |, cial, mz. One At made in the firſt Year of his preſerit Maje/- 
lecting Taxes, t s Reign intitled * An Ad providing for the. levying and col- 
&c. lecting of T axes in Plantations that are not incorporated. Two Adds 


- N made in the fifth Year of the | ſaid Reign, one intitled An Act for 
lies 22 : allowing neceſſary Supplys to the Eaſtern Indians and fer regulating 
Eaſtern In- Trade with them and preventing Abuſes therein,” the other intitled 


dians, &. An AA for eſtabliſhing and regulating the Fees of the ſeveral Off- 
_ * cers bitten kh Provinces 725 4015 made in the es Tear of 
the ſeveral the faid Reign, one intitled An Ad to prevent Frauds by the Adul- 
Officers.  feration of Pot Aſh and Pearl Afb,” the other intitled ** An Ad in 

for proven Addition to the ſeveral. Laws already made relating to the Removal of 
835 AAultera Poor Perſons out of the Towns whereof they are not Inhabitants.” 

tion of Pot- Be it therefore enafted by the Governor, Council, and Houſe of Re- 
Ah, c. preſentatives, That ſuch of the before mentiened AQs as are expired be 


relating to the revivyed, and ſuch of ſaid Acts as are not yet expired be continued, with 
Removal of 


PoorPerſons. all and every Clauſe, Matter and Thing therein reſpeſtively contained, 
e and ſhall be in force until the twelfth Day of June, one 1 houſand ſe- 
ven Hundred and ſeventy. _ | | 


TT > th 31 a. 
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| "CRT. ; 

An Act for Supplying the Treafury with theSum of 

 Eighty-eight Thouſand One Hundred and F ifty- 

eight Pounds, to be thence iſſued tor diſcharging 

the public Debts, and drawing the ſame into the 
Treafury again. | 

J Credit of the Government, that Proviſion be made by the Gene- 

ral Court for diſcharging the Debts that will become due in 

June, One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy ; alſo to enable the 


Treaſurer ta compleat the Payments of the Receipts or Obligations by 


him grven in Behalf of the Province that will become due the preſent 
Tear. 


— 


1 
** 


HERE As it is neceſſary in order to ſupport the Faith and preamble, 


Be it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Houſe of Repreſenta- Treaſurer im- 
tives, 'T hat the Treaſurer of the Province be, an he hereby is impowered . 
and directed to borrow from fuchPerſon or Perſons as ſhall be willing to __ We 
lend the ſame from Time to Time, as he ſhall have occaſion for the 
Money, a Sum not exceeding Erghty-eight T houſand One Hundred 
and Fiſty- eight Pounds, in milPd Dollars at fix Shillings each, or in 
the ſeveral ſpecies of coined Silver and Gold, enumerated in an Act 
made and paſſed in the twenty-third Year of his late Majeſty KingGeorge 
the ſecond intitled, An Act for aſcertaining the Rates at which coined 
Silver and Gold, Engliſh half-pence and Farthings may paſs within 
the Government and the Yum ſo borrowed ſhall be a plied in Manner as 
in this Act is hereafter directed; and for the ſaid fum, the Treaſurer 
ſhall give his Receipt or Obligation in the Form following, e 


Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay. 

The Day of | A. D. * 

Borrowed and Received of the Sum of . forthe —— of the 

Uſe and Service of the Province of the Maſſchuſetts-Bay, and in 

behalf of ſaid Province, I do hereby promiſe and oblige myſelf and 

Succeſſors in the Office of T reaſurer, to repay the ſaid | 

or to hisOrger, the 20th Day of June, A. D. OneT houſand. ſeven 

Hundred and Seventy-one, the aforeſaid Sum of in 

Spaniſb milPd Dollars, at ſix Shillings each, or in the ſeveral Spe- 

cies of coined Silver and Gold, enumerated in an At mage and 

paged in the twenty-third Year A his late Majrſly King George 

the Second, intituled, An Act for aſcertaining the Rates at which 

coined Silver and Gold, Engliſh half- Pence andFarthings may paſs 

within the Government ; and according to the Rates therein men- 
. ttaned with Intereſt annually at ve per Cent. | 

FHiineſs my Hand, 


A. B. 
C. D. : Comm tee. H. G. Treaſurer 


| Regulation of 
And no Receipt ſhall be given for leſs than fv Pounds. And the or Bot, 6d 
Freaſurer in iſſuing ſaid Receipts or Obligations, and the Committee cho- Manner of 
ſen to counterſign them, ſhall-obſerve and be governed by the Rules and !f=ing'the 


FP Directions tes 


1769. Aue Regni Regis GEORGII Tertii None. 
. Supply of the Trealury. 


* 


Directions given them by an Act of this Province, made in the ſecond” 
Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, intituled, An Act to Supply the 
T reaſury with the Sum of Twenty-five I houſandPounds. 


And be it further enafed, That the Sum of T hirteen T houſand one 
Hundred and Fifty-eight Pounds, part of the aforeſaid Sum of Erghty- 
Appropriati- eight T houſand one Hundred and Fifty-eight Pounds when received in- 
ons. to the Treaſury, ſhall be iſſued in the Manner, and for the Purpoſes fol- 
lowing, That is to ſay, the Sum of Three T houſend Pounds, part of 
the aforeſaid Sum of T hirteen T houſand one Hundred and Fifty-eight 
Pounds, ſhall be applied for the Payment of theExpences of the ſeveral 
Forts and Garriſons within this Province ; and the further Sum of Four 
Hundred Pounds, part of the aforelaidSum of T hirteen T houſand one 
Hundred and Fifty-eight Pounds, ſhall be applied to the purchaſin 
Proviſions, and the Commiſſary*sDisburſments, for the ſev&ral Forts — 
Garriſons within this Province; and the further Sum of Six Thouſand 
Pounds, part of the aforeſaid Sum of T hirteen T houſand one Hundred 
and Fifty-eight Pounds ſhall be applied for the payment of the Grants 
made or to be made by thisCourt : and the furtherSum of OneT houſand 
Pounds, part of the aforeſaid Sum of T hirteen T houſand one Hundred 
and Fifty-eight Pounds, ſhall be applied for the Diſcharge of Debts 
owing from this Province toPerſon« that have ſerved and ſhall ſerve them 
by Crder of this Court, in ſuch Matters and Things where there is no 
Eſtabliſhment, nor any certain Sum aſſigned them for that Purpoſe; 
and for Writing Printing and Paper for this Court, and Repairs of the 
Province- Houſe, Court- Houſe, Light- Houſe, Wood at Caſtle-William 
and Repairs of Fortifications within this Province; and the further Sum 
of T wo thouſand Five Hundred Pounds, part of the aforeſaid Sum of 
Thirteen T houſand one Hundred and Fifty-eight Pounds, ſhall be ap- 
plied for the Payment of his Majeſty's Council, and the Members of 
the Houle of Repreſentatives, ſerving in the Great and General Court 
during the ſeyeral Seſſions of the laſt and preſent Year ; and the further 
Sum of one Hundred and Fifty-eight Pounds, part of the aforeſaid Sum 
of thirteen T houſand one Hundred and Fifty-erght Pounds, ſnall be ap- 
plied for the Payment of the Bounty upon Wheat andFlour ; and the fur- 
ther Sum of One Hundred Pounds, being the Remainder of the afore- 
ſaid Sum of T hirteen T houſand one Hundred and Fiſty-eight Pounds, 
| ſhiil be applied to pay ſuch contingent and unforeſeen Charges as may 

ariſe, and for no other Purpoſe whatſoever. ; 

23 „ And be it further enacted, That the Treaſurer pay the aforeſaidSum 

eee of T hirteen T houſand one Hundred and Fiſty- eight Pounds out of ſuch 

directed by Appropriations as ſhall be directed by Warrant, and no other. 


Warrant. 

N And be it further enacted, That the Sum of Seventyfive Thouſand 

for 8 Peunds, being the Remainder of the Sum ordered to be borrowed by this 

tion of Go- AR, when received into the Treaſury, be applied by the Treaſurer for 

vernment Se- the Redemption of Government Securities, that will become due the 

. Twentieth Day of Zune, One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and ſeventy. 
And in order to draw ſaid Money into the Treaſury again, and enable 
the Treaſurer effectually to diſcharge the Receipts andObligations (with 


the Intereſt that may be due thereon) by him given in purſuance ot this 
Act. 


Tax granted e it enacted, That there be, and hereby is granted unto his moſt ex- 
of 4. 92,500 cellent Majeſty a Tax of Ninety-two T houſand Five Hundred Pounds, 


ro 


— renner 


— 
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to be levied on Polls and Eſtates both real and perſonal; within this Pro- to be paid on 
vince, according to ſuch Rules and in ſuch Proportions on the ſeveral _—_ 31ſt 
Towns, Diſtricts, Pariſhes and other Places, within this Province, as ſhall -/ A 
be agreed on, and ordered by the General Coutt or Aſſembly, at their 
Seſſions in May, One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and ſeventy, and to 
do paid into the public ary, on or before the Thirty-firſt Day of 
March, A. D. One Thouſand ſeven. Hundred and ſeventy-one, _ 
And be it ſurtber enadted, 'That if the General Court at their Seſſions 

in May, One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and ſeventy, and ſome Time . 
before the Twentieth Day of June in ſaid Year, Gall not agree. and * 
conclude upon an act apportioning the Sums which by this Ad are enga- the Sum in f 
ged to be paid in ſaid Year apportioned, aſſeſſed, and levied; then and in 77, or o- | | 
ſuch Caſe, each Town, Diſtri&, Pariſh and other Place within this Province, ee | 
ſhall pay by a Tax to be levied on the Polls and Eſtates both real and 3 5 | 

erſonal within their Limits, the ſame Proportion of ſaid Sum as the ſaid Tax-Act. | 
Towns, Diſtricts, Pariſhes,and other Places, were Taxed by the Gene- 
ral Court in the Tax Act then laſt preceding; and the Province Trea— 
ſurer is hereby fully empowered and directed ſometime in the Month of 
June, in the ſame Tear One Thouſand ſeven Hundred and ſeventy to iſſue Treaſurer im- 
& ſend forth his Warrants, directed to the Aſſeſſors or Selectmen of each 1 
Town and Diſtrict within this Province, requiring them to aſſeſs the Polls rants ar 
and Eſtates both real and Perſonal within their ſeveral Towns and Dif ingly. 
tricts, for their reſpective Parts and Proportions of the Sums before di- 
refed and agreed to be aſſeſſed, to be paid into the Treaſury at or before 
the laſt mentioned Time; and the Aſſeſſors, as alſo Perſons aſſeſſed, ſhall 
obſerve, be governed by, and ſubject to all ſuch Rules and Directions as 
ſhall have been given in the then laſt preceding Tax-Act. | 


CHEE. mT | 
An Act to prevent the Deſtruction of Aleuives and 


other Fiſh in Ip/wich River, and to encourage the 5 
encreaſe of the ſame. | 


FHEREAS heretofore great variety of Fiſh, particularly Sal- 15 

mon, Baſs, Shad and Alewives, w/ed to paſs up Iplwich River Preamble, 
(/o called) te caſt their Spawn in the naturul Ponds emptyving 

into the ſame ; but for a long T ime paſt the Paſſage of the jaia Fiſh up * 

the ſaid River by Mill Dams a croſs the ſaid River and it's Branches, 

has been almaſt totally obſtructed, to the great Damage and Diſtreſs af 

the Inhabitants (eſpecially the Poor) of divers T owns in the County 

of Eſſex and Middlefex, thro* which the ſaid River and it's Branches 

run, as well as to the prejudice of the Cod Fiſhery bn the Coaſts of the 

Province: And Whereas the Laws now in Force relating to opening 

and tee ping open Paſſages for Fiſh in Rivers and Streams within this 19 

Province, are by Experience found to be ineſtectual for opening a ſuffici- | 4 

ent Paſſage for the ſaid Fiſh up the River aforeſaid. | 3 | 2 

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council, and Proprietors of 1 

Houſe of Repreſentatives, in General Court aſſembled, Thar the Varner's Mill 

Proprietor or Proprictors of the Dam acroſs Ipſwich River, com- _ m ke 

monly called Fatner*s' Mill Dam, and alſo the Proprietor or Pro- an Paſſape 

prietors of the Dam at Farley's Mills (fo called)be and they hereby are for the Fiſh. 

required henceforward at their own Coſt and Charge, in proportion 

to their ſeveral Intereſts, to make and keep open a Paſſage for the Fiſh 
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_ thro” their reſpeftive Dams, from the twentieth Day of April to the 
fifteenth Day of Zune anmually; and that the faid Paſſage be made 
within four Feet of the Northerly End of each of ſaid Dams, fix Feet 
Wide to extend from the PF of the ſaid Dam, and as low as 
the Mud Sills of the ſame, and that during the ſaid Time the Bot- 
tom of the faid Paſſage be covered with flat Stones or Gravel, in ſuch a 
Manner as that the Bottom be not raiſed higher than the Sills. 
Proprietors of _ And be it further enacted, I bat the 8 or Proprietors of the 
the Floom at Floom at Choat's Mills (fo called) in ſaid 'Town, be and they hereby 
Cboat's Mills are required henceforward during the Time aforeſaid annually, to keep 
2 % open a Paſſage fix Feet Wide, thro? the ſaid Floom, in the ſame Manner 
oe in the às the Proprietors of Warner's and Farley's Mills are herein before re- 
Ha Manner quired and enjoined, where the Waſte Gate now 1s, on Pain that thePro- 
as Warner's & prietor or Proprietors of either of the aforeſaid Mills negleQing to ob- 
2 ſerve the Directions of this Act in any of theInſtances before mentioned, 
on Penalty. ſhall forfeit theSum of Fifty Pounds, to be recovered of them, or either of 
them by Action of Debt in any ot hisMajeſty*sCourts of Record in theCoun- 
ty where the Offence ſhall be committed, to be diſpoſed of as follows, 
viz. One Moiety to him who ſhall ſue for the ſame, the other Moiety 
to the Poor of the Town where the Offence ſhall be committed. 
And be it further enafted, That theSluices orPaſſages thro? or by all 
; other Mill Dams now ere&ed, or that ſhall hereafter be erected upon 
Sluices or Paſ- the ſaid River, or upon any Stream or Streams running from any natural 
— to de Pond into the ſame(provided the ſaid MillDam be below the ſamePonds) 
pt open. ; . 
ſhall be open and kept open according as is already directed by the 
Laws of thy, Province now in Force; and that the Proprietor or Pro- 
prietors of tuch Mill Dam ſhall make, maintain and keep open ſaid 
Sluices, or Paſſages at their own Coſt and Charge, in the ſame Manner as 
is heretofore in this Act provided with regard to thePaſſages thro* Z/ar- 
ner's and Farley's Mill Dam, and under the ſame Penalty for every Ne- 
glect to be recovered and diſpoſed of in the ſame Manner. 
And be it further enacted, That every Perſon who ſhall after the 
Penalty for fifteenth Day of April, which will be in the Year of our Lord one 
taking Fih Thouſand ſeven Hundred and Seventy, preſume to take Fiſh of any 
ow a certam Kind in ſaid River or it's Branches, or any of the Ponds emptying them- 
TO ſelves into it, with Seans or drag Nets of any kind, ſhall forteit for 
every ſuch Offence the Sum of F'7ve. Pounds, to be recovered in any of 
his Majeſty's Courts of Record in the County of Ex, one Moiety to 
him who ſhall ſue for the fame, the other Moiety to the Poor of the 
Town where the Offence ſhall} be committed. 
And WH hereas it has been found by Experience that Sato Duſt float- 
ing in Streams where Fiſh paſs dees much obſtruct their Paſſage. 
Be it further enacted, Thar duriug the Time in which Paſſages for 
Saw Mills not the Fiſh are by this AQ ordered to be kept open, none of the SawMills 
aw Mills rot N 8 
to work dur. on the ſaid River, or any of the Streams running from natural Ponds in- 
ing ſuch Time to the ſame ſhall be ſuffered to go for the cutting any Wood or Timber 
as thePaſſages jn the ſame, upon Pain that every Perſon who ſhall Saw any Wood or 
. a for Timber in any of the ſaid Saw Mills yormg the Time aforeſaid, ſhall 
on Penalty, for every ſuch Offence forfeit and pay the Sum of Ten Pounds, to be 


recovered to his own proper Uſe, by any Perſon who ſhall ſue for the 
ſame in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record proper to try the ſame. 


3 This Act to continue and be in Force until the Fifteenth Day of 
Continuation. April, one Thouſand ſeven Hundred and ſeventy- three end no longer. 


CHAP. 


— — — — 
ꝶ＋— — 


L 
8 
r 
r 
| 
© 
e 


who ſhall be ſworn to the faithful diſcharge of their Truſt, and ſhall 
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Salem Faſt Precinct impowered. 


CHAP. VI 


An Act to impower the Eaſt Precinct in Salem where 
the Rev. Mr. James Diman now Officiates, to 
raiſe Money for defreying Miniſterial and other 
neceſſary Charges of ſaid Precinct. 


STEER it Is found inconvenient to raiſe Money for defreying 
Miniſterial and other Charges in the Eaſt Precinct in Salem, Preamble. 


by an Meſſment or Tax on Polls and Eſtates in ſaid Precinct. 
Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council, and Houſe of Re- 


8 That the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the ſaid Freeholders 

aſt Pregn&t in Salem, legally qualified to Vote in Precin& Affairs, be of Salem Eaſt 

and they are wet! au authorized and impowered at any Mecting of faid * _—_— = 
and warned for that purpoſe, annually in March, aka — ax 


during the continuance of this Act, to grant a Tax or Aſſeſſment not on Pews, Ke. 


Precin& daly calle 


exceeding Fifty Pounds, on ſuch of the Pews and other Seats in ſaid 
Meeting Houſe as they ſhall judge reaſonable, and ſuch Inhabitants are 
hereby impowered from Time to Time, to determine in what proportion 
the Owners or Occupants of ſuch Pews or Seats ſhall pay towards the 
Sum that may be granted as aforeſaid, and the Time and Manner of 
payment: And the ſaid Pariſh at any ſuch eng as aforeſaid may ap- 
int aCollefor or Collectors to collect theSum ſo agreed to be raiſed ; 
ay and deliver the Money which he or they ſhall collect to the Trea- 
* of ſaid Precinct, to be applied from Time to Time, as ſaid Pre- 
cinct ſhall order, for dc eying the Miniſterial and other Charges of ſaid 
Precinct, and in Caſe any Proprietor or Occupant of any ſuch Pew or 
Seat ſhall neglect to pay the Sum aſſeſſed thereon for two Years, having 
due Notice thereof from the Collector for the Time being, then and in 
that Caſe, it ſhall and may be lawful, and the Committee of ſaid Pre- 
cinct for the Time being, are hereby impowered to ſell the aid Pew or 
Seat of ſuch delinquent for the moſt it will fetch at public Sale, to be 
adyertiſed at leaſt fifteen Days before faid Sale, and after paying the Tax 
then due on ſaid Pew or Seat with the Charge of ſaid Sale, the remain- 
der, if any, ſhall be returned to the Owner, | 


This Act to be in Force for three Years from the firſt Day of Au- 


guſt next. Continuance., 
The foregoing Acts were Publiſhed July 15, 1769. 
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B OS T O N, New-Enpland : 


Printed by Richard Draper, and Green & Ruſſel), 


Printers to the Government. 1769. 
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